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By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Superintendent Richard 
Lind presented the committee 
with their third revision of the 
North Brookfield Teachers As- 
sociation’s Memorandum of 
Agreement during the School 
Committee meeting on March 
31, which was approved by the 
board. 

The MOA needed to be 
updated to reflect in-person 
teaching as the primary teach- 
ing model now that students 
will be returning to school full 
time. Lind said they did give 
families the option to keep 
their students remote, and 
there are about 35 students that 
will continue remote learning. 
Of those students, 23 are high 
school-aged and the remainder 
are in the elementary school. 
Lind said that some teachers 
will remain in the remote-only 
program, while others have re- 
turned to the school buildings 
and will be positioned where 
needed. Lind said there were 
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not any “huge” changes. 

Lind said that as far as 
COVID-19 vaccinations for 
staff are concerned, they are 
strongly recommended but 
they cannot mandate them. 
He said they were able to have 
a vaccination clinic thanks to 
the Board of Health and Han- 
naford. Lind said if a staff 
member is vaccinated, they do 
not need to quarantine if they 
are in close contact with a pos- 
itive person. He said they did 
leave two administrative days 
for testing. If they test positive 
due to contact at the schools, 
they will not be charged for 
their sick leave time. Lind said 
they have a “very positive” 
work environment with their 
union and they are on board 
with getting students back in 
school. 

School Committee Chair 
Maria Tucker thanked Lind 
and the school staff, saying 
they have been fortunate with 
the relationship staff and ad- 
muinistrators have together. 
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By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The Board of Selectmen 
viewed a slide show presen- 
tation by members of the 
Friends of the Town House 
at their regular meeting on 
Tuesday, March 30. 

Jim  Buzzell, president 
of the Friends of the Town 
House, gave an update about 
the restoration project. He 
has been on the board of the 
Friends’ group for eight years 
and said, “I’ve never before 
felt as good as I do right now 
about how we're positioned 
with our project.” 

Another member of the 
group, Bonnie Milner, led a 
slide presentation and said 
they work with many other 
organizations, and were giv- 
en a research person from 
the Architectural Heritage 
Foundation, analyzing what 
other rural communities have 
done with such buildings. She 


Please see PLANS, page 11 





Happy retirement Miss Rosemary 


NORTH  BROOKIELD 


— Residents gathered at the 
North Brookfield Elementary 
School on March 27, and got 
ready to say good-bye to “Miss 
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brarian Rosemary Mackenzie 
at Haston Library after more 
than three decades of helping 
children learn to love books. 
The skies were sunny, as 
folks lined up their cars in the 





Rosemary Mackenzie, decked out in a feathered “Officially Retired” cap on March 27, 
on the lawn of the Haston Library, as well-wishers honored her with drive-by parade 


and wishes for a great retirement. 
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school parking lot, decorat- 
ed them and then headed to 
Haston. More than 30 cars, 
trucks, fire trucks and rescue 
vehicles plus a police escort 
gathered at the North Brook- 
field Elementary School to 
start the drive-by parade in 
her honor. Meanwhile, at the 
library, volunteers were raking 
the lawn, tying balloons, hang- 
ing garlands and banners, and 
setting up the sound system. 

At 11 am., the parade 
made its way down North 
Main Street, as Mackenzie, 
decked out in a feathered “Of- 
ficially Retired” cap, waved 
and acknowledged all the si- 
rens, beeping and honking by 
the parade participants. Cars 
were decorated with balloons, 
streamers and posters (includ- 
ing a very large Harvey Ball 
smiley face), some of which 
were made by children, and 
others by the Friends of the 
Library members. 

After the parade, her fans 
gathered at the front of the 
library for speeches and pre- 
sentations. Library Director 
Dawn Thistle welcomed the 
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traveled through town on a fre engine handing out candy. 


Emmitt and the Easter Bunny trade treats last Saturday in New Braintree. The bunny 
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Artist Theresa Monteith will offer young people 8 to 
18 an opportunity to make their own journaling book 
through a two-day Zoom class. If there are spots 
open after April 16, adults may sign up. 
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“Book Making — with Explosive and 
Quiet Words and ImagesArt” to be offered 


A two-day class on how to make a book for journaling, April 21-22 


NORTH BROOKFIELD -— The 
Haston Public Library will offer a 
two-day Zoom class for those 8 to 18 
on making their own journaling book. 
Those who participate will be able to 
have their handmade journal to record 
their thoughts and experiences or their 
doodles and sketches. 

Over two sessions, local artist The- 
resa Monteith will guide participants 
through creating their own journaling 
book, then help them start to express 
yourself visually within it. It doesn’t 
matter if participants are beginners— 
art journaling offers everyone a chance 
to express themselves and be creative. 
There’s no right or wrong way to do 1t! 


Monteith, a professional art in- 
structor, has worked collaboratively in 
schools, community centers and librar- 
ies teaching art, crafts and art history 
classes to youth and adults. Since 1990, 
she has developed and taught art class- 
es that celebrate the Summer Reading 
themes for the libraries in Massachu- 
setts. Monteith has received grants that 
funded five community murals and two 
mosaics, and for the past 20 years she 
has taught art at the Worcester Art Mu- 
seum. 

This free, two-day Zoom program 
will take place on Wednesday, April 21, 
and Thursday, April 22, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

The program is open to youth, ages 8 


to 18, although if there are spaces avail- 
able after April 16, adults may register 
for the program. Space 1s limited; please 
register by sending an email to illnb@ 
cwmars.org or calling the library at 508- 
867-0208. All registrants will receive all 
art materials, free of charge, in advance 
of the program. A Zoom link will be 
sent to registrants one week before the 
program. 

This Virtual Programming for Dis- 
tance Learning grant program is sup- 
ported through CARES Act funding to 
the Federal Institute of Museum and 
Library Services and is administered 
by the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners. 





“Preserving our Memories” programs offered by Haston Library 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — Thanks 
to a grant received from the Massachu- 
setts Board of Library Commissioners 
and the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, the Haston Library is offering 
several virtual programs and workshops 
focused on “Preserving Our Memo- 
ries: Virtual Programming for Distance 
Learning.” 

It is the library’s hope that partici- 
pants will be motivated to find new ways 
to preserve their memories for future gen- 
erations. Mark your calendars now for 


these great programs. 

Digital Scrapbooking for adults, will 
be held on April 13, at 7 pm. Using 
FOREVER software, create a photo- 
book of memories. FOREVER is the 
secure, private family network where 
people save, organize and share their lives 
and memories today, tomorrow, and for 
generations. 

Led by FOREVER ambassador, 
Lindie Wessling, participants will be able 
to set up their free account before the 
workshop, and create a photobook with 


a $20 new account coupon. 

Memoir Writing for adults Leader and 
date will be scheduled at a future date. 

History, Day by Day, will be held on 
Tuesday, May 4, at 7 p.m. It will be a 
presentation by Amy Hietala, librarian 
at the Old Sturbridge Village Research 
Library. She will talk about the diaries, 
journals and other manuscripts in the 
OSV collections. 

All the programs will take place 

through Zoom. To register for any of 
these programs, please send an email to: 


ilnb@cwmars.org, specifying the title of 
the program(s) in the subject line. The 
library will send you the Zoom link and 
any other necessary program information 
a week before the program takes place. 
We hope that everyone will participate. 

The Virtual Programming for Dis- 
tance Learning grant program 1s funded 
through CARES Act funding to the Fed- 
eral Institute of Museum and Library 
Services and is administered by the Mas- 
sachusetts Board of Library Commis- 
sioners. 





Tri-Parish Community Church news 


NEW BRAINTREE — “Praise to the 
Lord the Almighty” rang out the organ 
played by Deborah Kent as the Tri-Par- 
ish Community Church celebrated Eas- 
ter morning at the New Braintree Con- 
gregational Church. And, it was difficult 
to “sing softly” per instructions, when 
the service closed with “Christ the Lord 
has Risen Today.” The guest minister, 
Rev. Kathleen Fitzgibbons delighted the 
children with newly-planted tulips and a 
story, “Mysteries.” 


As the Tri-Parish continues its quest 
for a part-time pastor, Fitzgibbons will 
be with it for one more week, April 11, 
at 10 a.m., in the New Braintree Con- 
gregational Church. Again, all continue 
to be welcome. Masks must be worn and 
social distancing guidelines followed. 

The next Zoom business meeting 
of the Tri-Parish will be April 15, at 6 
p.m. If anyone would like to participate, 
they may send their information to tch- 
isholm527@gmail.com. 





BES accepting preschool applications 


BROOKFIELD -— School Union 61 
is pleased to offer a language-based 
preschool program for children age 3 
and 4. Brookfield Elementary School 
is accepting preschool students from 
Brookfield and surrounding towns. 
Together, teachers and teaching as- 
sistants will stress language, motor 
and social development to a class of 
no more than 15 preschool children. 
The program offers either Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday or Tuesday and 
Thursday half-day sessions. 

In order to be eligible for preschool, 


your child must be 3-years-old by Aug. 
31, and be independently toilet trained. 
All transportation will be provided by 
parents. Registration is currently un- 
derway. If interested in applying to our 
preschool program, please complete an 
application and return by April 9, 2021. 

Kindergarten registration is also un- 
derway; if a registration packet is need- 
ed please contact the school as soon as 
possible. 

For more information, or questions, 
please call Jennifer Grybowski, Admin- 
istrative Assistant, at 508- 867-8774. 





WARE — State Sen. Anne Gobi 
will speak about current agricultural 
issues and legislation at a virtual meet- 
ing of the Ware Grange on Monday, 


Ware Grange offers Anne Gobi 
speaking about agricultural issues 


April 19, at 7 p.m. All are welcome 
to attend. For the link to attend the 
meeting, please email waregrange@ 
comcast.net. 





Luau To-Go at First Congregational 


WEST BROOKFIELD — The 
First Congregational Church of W. 
Brookfield, at 36 North Main Street, 
is hosting a Luau To-Go dinner on 
Saturday, April 17, from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. Dinner includes Hawaiian sweet 
and sour chicken, garlic carrots, suc- 
culent rice and choice of dessert. 


Tickets are $10 each. Call Nancy at 
414-267-3863 between 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. to reserve. Pick-up times vary 
and will be given when a reservation 
is made. The deadline for orders is 
Monday, April 12. Pick-up will be 
in the rear of the church by entering 
from Church Street. 





Town clerks offer voting registration 


WEST BROOK FIELD/WARREN 
— West Brookfield Town Clerk Sarah J. 
Allen and Warren Town Clerk Nancy 
J. Lowell have announced a voter regis- 
tration session will be held Wednesday, 
April 14, for the Annual Town Elec- 
tion held on Tuesday, May 4, in each 


town.Allen asks that residents wishing 
to register to vote ring the doorbell to 
the Town Clerk’s office at the Cottage 
Street entrance of Town Hall. Low- 
ell will be taking appointments only. 
Please call her at 413-436-5701, ext. 3, 
to register to vote. 





Cornerstone Bank contributes to Worcester Bravehearts charitable programs 


$10,000 donation funds 
youth initiatives 


SOUTHBRIDGE — Cornerstone 
Bank, a community bank with 12 lo- 
cations throughout central Massachu- 
setts, has made a $10,000 contribution 
to the Worcester Bravehearts baseball 
team to help promote the love of read- 
ing and writing in local youth. This 
partnership will fund both the Ticket 
to Read and Pen Pal Club programs, 
initiatives that reward children who 


read a set number of books or ex- 
change notes with seniors, with prizes 
and experiences. 

“Helping to fund these critical pro- 
grams and give back to our communi- 
ty is always rewarding, but even more 
so given how education has changed 
so much for students this year,’ said 
Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd Tallman. 
“We thank the Bravehearts’ organiza- 
tion for having the foresight to infuse 
fun into reading and writing, and for 
allowing us the opportunity to partner 
with them on this.” 


The Ticket to Read Program offers 


students incentives for reading in the 
form of baseball game tickets, mer- 
chandise and even a class field trip by 
reading 10 books a month. Addition- 
ally, the classroom that reads the most 
books over the year will win a free field 
trip to a Bravehearts baseball game. 
Each year, over 30 schools in the Cen- 
tral Massachusetts area and 6,000 stu- 
dents participate in the program. 

The Pen Pal Club encourages stu- 
dents to increase the amount of time 
they spend reading and writing. The 


program pairs a local middle school 
student with a senior citizen and the 
two write each other monthly letters 
throughout the school year. Then, 
during summer break, the pen pals have 
the opportunity to meet one another 
and enjoy a Bravehearts game together. 

Cornerstone Bank is proud to sup- 
port these community initiatives and 
help foster a love of reading and writ- 
ing in children across the Central Mas- 
sachusetts area. 

There are Cornerstone Banks in 
Sturbridge and Warren. 





By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


WARE -- Workshop13, located at 
13 Church St., is offering a number of 
programs to keep children busy during 
April vacation week, April 19 to 23, 
with “Reigning Cats, Dogs, and All 
Creatures Great and Small!” 

On Monday, April 19, and Tues- 
day, April 20, from 10 a.m. to Ip.m., 
children ages 7 to 12 can paint their 
own pet’s likeliness with “Pet Portraits 
— Mixed Media.” Participants should 
bring a photo of their pet for reference; 
all other materials will be provided. All 
works of art created during this pro- 
gram will be showcased at ArtWorks 
Gallery’s upcoming art exhibition “It’s 
Reigning Cats & Dogs,” to be held at 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


- community - 


69 Main St., from May 22 to June 27. 
The individual portraits will all be the 
same size in order to be incorporated 
into a larger wall display. Portraits can 
be taken home at the conclusion of the 
of the exhibition on June 17. The cost 
of this program is $35. 

Children, ages 8 and up, can learn 
the art of wool felting on Wednesday, 
April 21, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. during 
“Felted Landscape with Bunnies!” 
Participants will learn how to use both 
needle and wet felting techniques to 
create a “painting” with colorful wool 
fibers. The cost of this program is $35. 

On Thursday, April 22, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., children ages 7 and up 
can experience the fun of a paint and 
sip with “Groovy Cat on Canvas!” 
Participants will follow the instructor 


to create their own portrait of a fun, 
groovy cat while enjoying delicious 
fruit mock-tails. The cost of this pro- 
gram is $45. 

“Pinch Pot Pets!” for children ages 
7 and up will be held Friday, April 23, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at ClayWorks, 
71 Main St. Participants will hand 
build a clay pinch pot pet in this pre- 
mier workspace. All items created will 
be food-safe upon firing, which will 
take approximately four to six weeks. 
The cost of the program is $45. 

The final program offered during 
vacation week, is made possible by 
grant funding from the Ware Cultural 
Council, a local agency, which is sup- 
ported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 

“Theater in Strange Times!” is a 
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Vacation week arts program celebrates pets 


four-day theatrical workshop held 
Monday, April 19, through Thursday, 
April 22, from 2 to 5 p.m. Geared to- 
ward ages 8 and up, participants will 
enjoy theater games, learn improvisa- 
tion, storytelling, prop making and 
character building. They will work to- 
gether to write monologues and scripts 
to create their own theatrical produc- 
tion to perform for an audience made 
up of family and friends on Thursday, 
April 22, at 5 p.m. The cost of the pro- 
gram is $65. 

Financial aid is available upon re- 
quest. Class sizes are limited and all 
COVID-19 protocols will be strictly 
followed. Masks or other face cover- 
ings must be worn. To register, people 
may visit workshop13.org or call 413- 
277-6072. 





The Centered Place Yoga Studio offers student scholarship 


WARREN — The Centered Place 
Yoga Studio of Warren will reward a 
deserving student of Quaboag Region- 
al High School a scholarship of over 
$1,000. The Centered Place aims to 
help support a student who wants to 
pursue a higher education so they can 
have a greater positive impact in the 
local community and world. The stu- 
dent will be selected based on finan- 
cial need, the student’s activity in the 
school and community, and their own 
stated intentions. 

The Centered Place regularly do- 
nates to local charities and causes. 
Toward the end of 2020, a guidance 
counselor at Quaboag Regional, Eric 


Urban, asked The Centered Place if 
it would be willing to offer a scholar- 
ship to one of the seniors. “We jumped 
at the opportunity,” recalls Phil Muil- 
grom, co-director of the studio. “The 
way the political climate has been, and 
with all the social unrest as well as the 
anxiety and tragedy from the pandem- 
ic, we wanted to help in any way we 
could.” 

He and Nancy Nowak, the other 
co-director and founder of The Cen- 
tered Place, see this as an opportunity 
to make a difference. “Young people 
are our future. How this country ends 
up, and the whole planet by that mat- 
ter, hinges mostly on the younger gen- 


eration today” he said. “We will choose 
a student who 1s highly motivated and 
cares deeply about the future.” 

To become a candidate for the 
scholarship, students are required to 
fill out an application available at the 
school, provide three letters of recom- 
mendation and write an essay that an- 
swers the following questions: 

What change the student would like 
to make in the world? 

How would the student make that 
change? 

What obstacles might be encoun- 
tered along the way? 

What major obstacle has the stu- 
dent overcome in his or her life and 


how will this help that student suc- 
ceed? 

The Centered Place is contribut- 
ing $250 toward the scholarship while 
the rest is being raised by clients and 
friends of the studio. A fundraiser is 
ongoing. To contribute, you can send 
a check to The Centered Place, P.O. 
Box 1210, Warren MA 01083-1210 
(write “For QRHS Scholarship” on 
the memo line). 

QRHS serves students from Warren 
and many other towns in the area in- 
cluding West Brookfield, Ware, Palm- 
er, Southbridge, Monson and New 
Braintree. Anyone with questions may 
contact Milgrom at 413 436-7374. 








Ware River Valley chaplaincy 


program now available 


WARE — The Ware River Valley 
Domestic Violence Task Force offers 
domestic violence victims and survi- 
vors a program with one-on-one coun- 
seling with a chaplain, who has received 
training on domestic violence and oth- 
er related issues. 

In 2013, recognizing the central 
role that faith and spirituality play in 
the lives of many domestic violence 
victims and survivors, the Ware River 
Valley Domestic Violence Task Force 
launched an interfaith initiative on 
domestic violence. In 2018, after years 
of reflection, outreach and training in 
the community, Task Force members 
became aware of the need for one-on- 
one spiritual support for victims and 
survivors, many of whom both rely on 
their spirituality for strength, and are 
separated from their faith community 
or spiritual practice as a result of abuse. 

The program’s mission 1s to support 
the spiritual well-being of victims and 
survivors of domestic violence in the 
Ware River Valley by providing trained 
lay and ordained domestic violence 
chaplains who can provide spiritual 
support to survivors regardless of their 
individual faith or spiritual tradition. 

Trained chaplains are available to 
meet, talk or text with victims or sur- 
vivors. Chaplains might help a survi- 
vor reconnect with their own spiritual 
strength, tradition or practice, or they 
may simply offer insights and support 
after listening to a survivor describe 
their spiritual background and/or cur- 


rent needs. Chaplains can also offer 
prayers for survivors upon request 
Above all, chaplains are trained to fol- 
low the lead of the survivor, to honor 
the variety of faiths and spiritual prac- 
tices survivors may bring forward, and 
to maintain safety and confidentiality. 

Chaplains receive 25 hours of train- 
ing on domestic violence prior to join- 
ing the program, including training on 
sensitive issues such as sexual abuse and 
coercion that arise in the context of do- 
mestic violence. Chaplains also receive 
on-going training once they have joined 
the program as well as monthly peer su- 
pervision and consultation groups. This 
program is not ‘confessional’ in nature. 
If confessional services are requested, 
an appropriate referral will be made. 

After three meetings, survivors are 
strongly encouraged to also work with 
a domestic violence advocate. Chap- 
lains meet regularly with advocates, 
and are available to meet with a survi- 
vor and advocate together. 

A referral for a chaplain can be 
made by contacting the BHN Domes- 
tic Violence Supervisor at 413-750- 
8053 or 413-967-6241, ext. 122, or by 
contacting the Task Force directly at 
wrvdvtaskforce@gmail.com or 413- 
758-0605. 

Chaplains are either ordained or 
sponsored by an ordained faith leader 
from a faith community. 

To learn more about the program, 
contact the Task Force at wrvdvtask- 
force@gmail.com. 
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guest column 


History Matters is a biweekly feature cour- 
tesy of The Grateful American Book Prize, 
which is given to children’s books that empha- 
size the importance of American history. 


History Matters 


Conservation Corps, 
Space age and animal cruelty: 
April 1 to April 15 


By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 


was a conservationist, who once said, 

“the forests are the lungs of our land 
[which] purify our air and give fresh strength 
to our people.” 

On April 5, 1933, a year after he was elect- 
ed President, FDR formed the Civilian Con- 
servation Corps [CCC]; he believed it would 
put thousands of citizens back to work 
during “the Great Depression” and ensure 
the health of America’s woodlands. 

Those who enlisted in “Roosevelt’s Tree 
Army” got $30 per month, approximately 
$600 in 2021 currency, and access to voca- 
tional education to facilitate their re-entry 
into the job market. Enlistment was intended 
to be only six months, but many of the re- 
cruits stayed longer. 

According to History.com, “CCC employ- 
ees fought forest fires, planted trees, cleared 
and maintained access roads, re-seeded graz- 
ing lands and implemented soil-erosion con- 
trols. They built wildlife refuges, fish-rearing 
facilities, water storage basins and animal 
shelters. To encourage citizens to get out and 
enjoy America’s natural resources, FDR au- 
thorized the CCC to build bridges and camp- 
ground facilities. From 1933 to 1942, the 
CCC employed over 3 million men.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “Hitch” by Jeanette Ingold. 

Space age 

America’s space age began April 9, 1959, 
when seven test pilots with “The Right Stuff” 
were formally presented to the nation as its 
inaugural astronauts. The “Mercury Proj- 
ect”, as they were known, was composed of 
Scott Carpenter, L. Gordon Cooper Jr., John 
H. Glenn Jr., Virgil “Gus” Grissom, Walter 
Schirra Jr., Alan Shepard Jr. and Donald 
Slayton. 

Their goal was to launch a sequence of 
successfully manned missions to space. 

Two years earlier, the Soviet Union had 
astonished the world, when it put the first 
artificial satellite, Sputnik, into orbit, but 
America, resolved to eclipse them, was 
stunned a second time, when their cosmo- 
naut, Yuri Gagarin, piloted the planet’s first 
manned space flight in April 1961, less than a 
month before Mercury astronaut Alan Shep- 
ard, went up in his spacecraft, the Freedom 7. 

By then, the hustle for celestial superior- 
ity was ramped up with a zing, but the U.S. 
continued to lag--until 1969, when NASA’s 
Apollo astronauts Neil Armstrong, Buzz 
Aldrin and Michael Collins took “one gi- 
ant leap for mankind”—and landed on the 
moon. 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends “Project 
Mercury: America in Space Series” by Eugen 
Reichl. 


[essen Franklin Delano Roosevelt 


Please see HISTORY, page 10 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 


submit their statements to the editor to include only 


biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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CRUMBLING 


guest column 
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The best way to root stem cuttings 


Neil, who reads the column in IN 


THE have a harder time adapting to 


the Wilbraham Times, asked the GARDEN potting soil later on. I have had 
Garden Lady to write about tak- | sQewepeeeece good luck rooting cuttings in 


ing stem cuttings. He enjoyed my 
commentary on houseplants from 
a few weeks back and seemed in- 
terested in trying his hand at prop- 
agating some of his own plants by 





Ze peat-based potting mixes that 
es are formulated for seed starting. 
Moisten the material well and fill 
your clean container of choice up 
to the top and tamp it down. 


this method. Here you go, Neil! I hee Cut only a few cuttings at a 
wish you loads of success. MCQUAID time so that wilting doesn’t occur 
Getting a piece of stem to Ope while you prepare the stems for 


form roots 1s relatively easy. Here 

are a few tips that will guarantee your suc- 
cess. First, make sure that the plant you are 
taking the cuttings from, called the “stock 
plant,” is insect and disease-free and well 
hydrated. Plan to take cuttings in the morn- 
ing before the heat of the day has a chance 
to cause any wilting. A clean, sharp pair of 
scissors or hand pruners 1s the best tool for 
the job. Cuttings can be taken at any time 
during the growing season. Spring 1s a great 
time to take cuttings of plants that you’ve 
overwintered provided they are growing 
well. Just this past week I took cuttings of 
both scented geraniums and rosemary. 

Begin by examining your stock plant. 
Those stems with the closest placed nodes 
are the best choice for cutting material. 
Nodes are the point on the stem from which 
the leaves grow. There is a strong accumu- 
lation of hormones is in this area; for that 
reason stem cuttings are taken just after a 
node. Terminal cuttings, (those from the 
growth tip) three to four inches long are de- 
sirable. It is tempting to take longer pieces, 
figuring that the end result will be a larger 
plant. These are likely to wilt before they 
root or take a very long time to root because 
the stems are woodier the further down you 
go. Play it safe with stout cuttings. 

There are all kinds of potting medi- 
ums in which to place the cutting while it 
is grows roots. Ideally it should be able to 
hold enough moisture to keep the cutting 
turgid yet not hold so much that it rots the 
stem. Sand, perlite, and soilless potting mix- 
es have all been used with success. Water is 
not recommended as “watery roots” will 


We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 


insertion into the growing medi- 
um. Strip off the bottom one-third of leaves 
from the cutting. If you wish to shorten the 
amount of time it takes for rooting to occur, 
a commercial rooting hormone can be used. 
These come in powder or liquid forms. Fol- 
low the directions on the container. I have 
found that “less is more” when using these 
products. When you are ready to “stick” the 
cutting make an indentation into the grow- 
ing medium with a pencil or dibble first; do 
not push in with the stem! After the cutting 
is inserted, firm the medium around it well 
so that it stays in place. Put the container, 
cuttings and all in a clear plastic bag and 
place in a shady location. The humidity 
within the bag ought to prevent the stems 
from wilting. Water well, only about once 
weekly. After a month or so, roots will begin 
to form on the scented geraniums; rosemary 
may take six weeks or more. 

Transplanting into individual pots can 
be done once the roots equal or surpass the 
size of the cutting. I like to start out with 
a small pot and transplant up a size or two 
at a time as the plant grows; likewise, using 
newly-rooted cuttings together in a mixed 
planter works well, too. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. New Braintree Police Log 


Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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etters to the ed- 
itor should be 
250 words or 


less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat- 
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character. 

Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to ekennedy@turley. 
com. Deadline for sub- 
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition. 
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- sturbridge - 


- public safety - 


Smola announces grants 
for local fire departments 


BOSTON - State Rep. Todd M. Smo- 
la (R-Warren, Ranking Member, Com- 
mittee on Ways & Means) 1s pleased to 
announce that the Sturbridge, Brim- 
field, Palmer, Wales and Ware Fire De- 
partments have been awarded funding 
for additional equipment. As part of 
the F21 Firefighter Safety Equipment 
Grant Program, Sturbridge will receive 
$12,500; Brimfield will receive $10,000, 
Palmer will receive $12,449; Wales will 
receive $8,423; and Ware will receive 
$12,500. 

“The first responders in our commu- 
nity face every imaginable type of dan- 
ger,’ said Representative Smola. “These 
grants will help them be better protect- 
ed and demonstrates how grateful we 
are for their dedicated service.” 

This competitive grant program en- 
ables fire departments to purchase a 
variety of equipment that will make 
firefighters’ jobs safer, including protec- 
tive firefighting gear, thermal imaging 


cameras, radios, rescue equipment, and 
gear washers and dryers. The funding is 
part of a $25 million bond bill to sup- 
port firefighter health and safety over 
the next five years. 

Fire departments in Massachusetts 
were able to apply to this program for 
114 different types of eligible equip- 
ment, including personal protective 
clothing, gear washers and dryers, ther- 
mal imaging cameras, assorted hand 
tools and extrication equipment, com- 
munications resources, hazardous gas 
meters, fitness equipment, and more. 

Firefighters face not only the well- 
known risks of fire, smoke, and hazard- 
ous materials, but also long-term health 
risks of occupational cancer associated 
with the exposure to fire by-products, 
and debilitating physical injuries due to 
the strenuous nature of their work. For 
additional information please contact 
Smola at Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov 
or 617-722-2100. 


New Braintree Police Logs 


During the weeks of March 29-April 
5, the HardwicklNew Braintree Police 
Department responded to 30 building! 
property checks, 17 directedlarea patrols, 
12 radar assignments, seven traffic con- 
trols, two emergency 911 calls, three mo- 
tor vehicle stops, one stolen motor vehicle 
and one safety hazard in the town of New 
Braintree. 


Monday, March 29 
1:22 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
Moore Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 


Wednesday, March 31 
1:09 p.m. Phone — Stolen Motor Ve- 
hicle Bernard Whitney Road — Spoken 
To 
4:53 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Oakham Road — Services Rendered 


Sunday, April 4 
12:53 a.m. Phone — Medical Alarm 
Hardwick Road — Services Rendered 
5:09 a.m. 911 — Misdial Sibley Road 
— Spoken To 


- community - 
Board of Selectmen notebook 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD -— The 
North Brookfield Board of Selectmen 
met on Tuesday, March 30, at 7 p.m. 


They approved the meeting minutes for 
Feb. 16. 


Transfer requests 

Administrative Assistance Ash- 
ley Barre presented a request from the 
Town Clerk to transfer $1,000 from the 
Finance Committee’s reserve account 
to cover the Town Clerk’s postage. The 
request was already approved by the 
Finance Committee. The board also ap- 
proved the request. 

The Town Collector requested $3,000 
for postage and $1,000 to advertise eight 
properties and a tax title. Chairman 
Dale Kiley asked Barre if the Collector 
could hold off until the first week of 
June as they do not have enough revenue 
until taxes start coming in. Barre said 
she will ask the collector. Kiley said if 
the collector needs the funds by a certain 
date, they will revisit the request at the 
next meeting. 

Barre said when they switched tele- 
phone systems to TPx, they had to dis- 
connect the alarm lines at the highway 
department. She said they need approval 
to switch the lines to TPx and it will cost 
$108. Kiley said they should be able to 
use CARES Act money to cover the ex- 
pense. 

Barre said the Town Beach Com- 
mittee requested an order for portable 
toilets for the beach at a cost of $250 a 
month. Barre said East Brookfield wants 


the committee to order them now, and 
they need to be paid for upon ordering. 
Kiley said the committee has the funds 
to cover it. 


Rail Trail gates 

Barre said the Rail Trail requested 
about $1,300 for installing pedestri- 
an gates at road crossings. Kiley asked 
Clerk John Tripp if the gates were ready. 
Tripp said he has half of them painted 
now, but he needs funds to purchase 
concrete, pressure treated lumber and 
padlocks. Tripp said the gates are paid 
for, it 1s just the materials to install them. 
The gates are needed to prevent ATVs 
from accessing the trail, as they are caus- 
ing damage to the trail surface. The re- 
quest was approved. 


Appointment 
Brian Hayes was appointed to the 
Town Beach Committee. 


Announcements 

The Town Clerk mailed water shutoff 
notices on March 26 and shutoffs will 
begin April 12. Payments must be bank 
check or cash only, no personal checks 
or credit cards. Kiley said the collector 
has been receiving some harassing and 
“pretty threatening” phone calls. Kiley 
said it will not be tolerated and people 
will be prosecuted if it continues. He said 
it is not the collector’s fault if people are 
late paying a bill. Tripp said people are 
also coming into the office and scream- 
ing at her. Petraitis said the collector will 
be contacting the police if this continues 
to happen. The board went into execu- 
tive session at 6:40 p.m. 
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The first new building in more than 50 years at Old Sturbridge Village is underway, and will be a 
cabinetmaking shop. 





COURTESY PHOTOS 


Costumed interpreters will continue the work on days OSV is open and by campus operations staff on 


days it is closed. 





Lots of details go into building the new cabinetmak- 


ing shop at OSV. 






STURBRIDGE — Old Sturbridge 
Village raised the frame on a new 
cabinetmaking shop on Wednesday, 
March 31. This new structure will be 
the first addition in over 50 years to 
the Village’s Common and will be lo- 
cated south of the Meeting House. 

The Village has employed both 
historic and modern building meth- 
ods in the construction of the Cabi- 
netmaking Shop, which is patterned 
after period structures operated by 
early 19th-century New England 
craftsmen. The building will include 
a wood-burning stove, as did many 
free-standing shops of the period, and 
a small external woodshed, based on 
George Bradley’s shop in Newtown, 
Connecticut. 

Sturbridge and the region were 
home to some of the foremost cabi- 
netmakers of the early 19th century, 
including Nathan Lumbard and Oli- 
ver Wight. These individuals, as well 
as others like them, were integral parts 
of the story of rural communities. 

“The story of cabinetmaking in ru- 
ral New England deserves to be told,” 
said Brock Jobe, Old Sturbridge Vil- 
lage trustee and professor emeritus of 
American Decorative Arts at the Win- 
terthur Museum, Garden and Library. 


Work on a new OSV building is underway, and will 
be cabinetmaking shop when it is finished. 


Cabinetmaking shop now 
under construction at OSV 





“And most importantly, the hundreds 
and thousands of visitors who come 
to Old Sturbridge Village every year 
deserve the opportunity to see, hear, 
and touch an activity that was central 
to life in America for centuries — the 
fine craft of woodworking.” 

Costumed interpreters will con- 
struct the shop during the days that 
the Village is open; campus operations 
staff will continue the work on days 
when Old Sturbridge Village is closed. 
Many elements of the final Cabinet- 
making Shop will be created by crafts- 
men and interpretive staff working in 
the Village, including reproduction 
period tools, doors, shelves and the 
box stove. The large timbers for the 
construction of the shop were also cut 
by the Village Sawmill. Old Sturbridge 
Village plans to host a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at the new Cabinetmaking 
Shop in the fall. 

“We are excited for the opportuni- 
ty to share the process of the cabinet- 
making shop construction with our 
visitors,” said President and CEO, Jim 
Donahue. “We look forward to the 
completion of the new building and 
bringing back this historic trade to 
Old Sturbridge Village for many gen- 
erations to come.” 
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Sign-Up Time! 


Stoneleigh-Burnham School 
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Offers In-Person Day & Residential Summer Camps 


GREENFIELD - Stoneleigh- 
Burnham School (SBS), an independent 
day and boarding school in Greenfield, 
Massachusetts, is pleased to announce 
in-person day and residential summer 
camps for equestrians, performing 
artists, debaters and public speakers 
ages 7-18. SBS's signature summer 
programs are hosted by expert faculty 
on their beautiful 100-acre campus in 
Greenfield. The programs emphasize 
the development of confidence, the 
acquisition of skills, and the discovery 
of new talents. 






SBS’s Summer Camps begin 
June 20, 2021 and include Speak Up 
I, an introduction to debate & public 
speaking for girls ages 10-13; Speak 
Up IL an advanced program for girls 
ages 13-18 with experience in debate & 
public speaking; Performing Arts Camp, 
a coed program for students ages 10-18 
with an interest in dancing, singing 
and acting; the premier Bonnie Castle 
Riding Camp, a riding program for girls 
ages 8-16 for all skill levels; and a new 
Horsemanship Day Camp for boys and 
girls ages 7-12. 


Parents and guardians will be able 
to choose between three choices of 
camp structure: a day camp schedule 
from 8am-4pm that includes lunch, 
an extended day camp schedule from 
8am-8pm that includes lunch and 
dinner, or the weekly residential camp 
option. There are discounts available 
for returning families, families who 
register more than one child, or those 
who sign up for multiple weeks. 
Financial assistance for day campers 
may also be available to those who 
qualify. 

SBS Summer Program Director 
Heidi Gebo has been directing youth 
camps throughout Massachusetts’ 
Pioneer Valley for 20 years. “It’s 


a diverse array of camp options for 
students and give families multiple 
options to help accommodate their 
work schedules,” said Heidi. 

To learn more or to register, please 
visit sbschool.org/summer or email 
summerprograms@sbschoolLorg. 

Stoneleigh-Burnham School has 
(SBS) been preparing girls grades 7-12 
e& PG for college and the world. SBS 
is an academic community with an 
international perspective that inspires 
girls to pursue meaningful lives based on 
honor, respect, and intellectual curiosity. 
Each student is challenged to discover 
her best self and graduate with the 
confidence to think independently and 
act ethically, secure in the knowledge 


PATHFINDER TECH 2021 


SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 


Register online at: www.Pathfiinderlech.org 
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HANDS-ON FUN FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 3 THROUGH 8! 
WEEK #1 JULY 6-9 "MORNING DROP OFF AT 8:00 A.M. 
WEEK #2 JULY 12-16 B \ “PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 
week #4 vuly 26-30 APRYL [OT| «snacks ano wuncwes peovioea 
REGULAR PRICE: $250/WEEK (5 DAY) | $200/WEEK (4 DAY) | $800 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $675 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 
THOMP SON S QUALITY INSTRUCTION SINCE 1981 


SESSION DATES: DEGISTRATION “YOUTHCAMP@PATHFINDERTECH ORG 
WEEK #3 JULY 19-23 “AFTERNOON PICK UP 2:45-3:15 P.M. 
EARLY BIRD: $225/WEEK (5 DAY) | $180/WEEK (4 DAY) | $750 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $600 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 


p:413-532-0374 e:tgymnastic@aol.com 


200 OLD LYMAN RD., SOUTH HADLEY 





important for us to be able to offer that her voice will be heard. 


THIS SUMMER, 


YOUR CHILD CAN HAVE FUN 
AND LEARN NEW SKILLS! 
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editing, graphics and sound effects skills. 


Battle Royale: 

Make a Fortnite-Style Video Game 
Use 3D game development software to 
design your own! 


ROBLOX Makers 
Ble mo] Dm aaleler=)icw-|alemelasts| noua] amcleh"i-)aldela> 
in your own ROBLOX world. 


Plus... 


Minecraft Redstone Engineers 
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Code Breakers 

Virtual Reality 
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ONLINE PROGRAMS 
June 6 — August 16 
Ages 8 - 14 


Visit hcc.edu/summer 


HOLYOKE 
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Greene Acres 
for those horse 
enthusiasts 


BELCHERTOWN - Queue the 
Green Acres theme song because it is 
true, Greene Acres is the place to be. 
From the farms beauty to the great peo- 
ple, it is an overall fantastic atmosphere 
and is an exceptional place to go for 
riding lessons, boarding, and summer 
camp. The lesson program at Greene 
Acres accommodates all ages, skill 
levels, and disciplines, 2 years to 100 
years, beginner to advanced, western to 
english. Horses are taken very well care 
of by Amanda, the Greene team girls 
and boarders who are all friendly and 
don't ever hesitate to help. 

The summer camps give kids the 
opportunity to learn the same things 
they would learn by taking a lesson but 
get the chance to do it all week as well 
as participate in fun activities such 
as crafts, games, or just exploring the 
farm. If you or your child are like me 
and end up sticking around you will 
find that Greene Acres is more than just 
a farm and that the people there are 
more than just friends. I have learned 
so much by riding at Greene Acres from 
horse sense to common sense and life 
skills. But, the greatest takeaway is that 
the people at Greene Acres are more 
than just friends or a team to me, they 
are family. So, if you are thinking about 
trying horseback riding for you or your 
child or looking for a new barn, Greene 
Acres is the place to go. 
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Greene Acres Equestrian Center tc. 


SUMMER CAMPS 


July 5-9 @ July 26-30 


9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) 


-Y e P :* 
August 2-6 © August 16-20 “ya 


Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English @ Western, Ages 5 & up 


Call to Register (413) 813-9291 
53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


oJ oJ 
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 
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Belchertown Day School 
presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
SUMMER FUN 


~ Children are our top priority! 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 


: | Aslow as $31.50/day. 
School Age Summer Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


June 21st - August 27th 


Space is Limited 


Reserve your position today! 


For more information, visit 


www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 
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Factors to consider 


before choosing a summer camp 


dults often look back fondly on 

their childhood experiences at 

summer camp. Camps can pro- 
vide the opportunity to form lifelong 
friendships and discover rewarding 
hobbies that can enrich campers lives 
for decades to come. 

Choosing a summer camp is no 
small task, as the options at families 
disposal range from overnight camps 
to weekday afternoon camps to camps 
that specialize in certain programs, 
such as music or dance. Cost also 
is likely to factor into families’ deci- 
sions, as the American Camp Associ- 
ation notes that cost can vary greatly 
depending on which camp families 
choose. For example, the ACA notes 
that the average daily fee at a resident 
camp is $85, while the same fee at a day 
camp is $43. 

When looking for a summer camp 
for kids, families should make the deci- 
sion together. Kids should be involved 
in the selection process, as theyre 
more likely to have an enjoyable camp 
experience if they had a say in where 
they will be spending their summers. 
The following are some factors families 
should consider as they look for sum- 
mer camps, courtesy of the ACA. 


Kids’ interests 

The ACA urges parents to consider 
the child's interests and personality be- 
fore choosing a summer camp. Parents 
might want their children 
to attend the same summer 
camp they visited as young- 
sters, but each child is dif- 
ferent. Just because mom 


Summer 
Camps 


in Performing Arts, 
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sbschool.org/summer 


g Stoneleigh-Burnham School 


Debate & Public Speaking 


day & residential options available 


Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 
From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 
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and dad liked a particular camp does 
not mean their children will. The ACA 
notes that summer camps should align 
with children’s interests and maturity 
level. 


Locale 

Locale may only be a consider- 
ation for families considering over- 
night camps. Kids will likely be familiar 
with the locations of local day camps, 
but overnight camps might be set in 
mountain ranges, near the ocean or en- 
vironments less familiar to youngsters. 
Kids who love the ocean might benefit 
from oceanfront camps that focus on 
marine biology, boating or other activ- 
ities involving the water. In the same 
vein, youngsters who like camping and 
hiking might be more likely to embrace 
camps located in mountainous regions. 








Session length 

Camps may last as little as one 
week or up to a couple of months. 
Session length should be considered 
by families looking at both local day 
camps and overnight resident camps. 
Parents who want their children to 
enjoy a largely schedule-free summer 
might not want to commit their chil- 
dren to lengthy camp sessions, even 
if those sessions are close to home. If 
parents think their children can ben- 
efit from the same structure theyre 
accustomed to during the school year, 
then an overnight camp that stretches 
for several weeks might be what they re 
looking for. 

Summer camps give kids a chance 
to make memories that will last a life- 
time. Choosing the right camp is an 
important decision that parents and 
kids should make together. 


Camp Marshall 


Day & Overnight Options for 


Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 


7 


Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 © Leadership Programs 


Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 


Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net © 508-885-4891 ¢ 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 





Bement Adventure Camp 
Limited spaces still available in Session I: July 5 - July 16 


SSAT Prep and Robotics 
Programs also available! 





BEMENT 
| SCH¢ OL | 


ale 


coat 


Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 
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SUMMER 
§ BALLET 


Massachusetts Readensy of Ballet 


4 OPEN SQUARE WAY STUDIO 403 HOLYOKE 413 536 6200 
WWW.MASSACADEMYOFBALLET.COM 
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The Easter Bunny holds a card and carrot a child gave him. 
handing out candy. 


Easter Bunny 
arrives en dg fire engine 





This past Saturday, the Easter Bunny was aided by 
the New Braintree Fire Department with delivering 
goody bags to excited children in town. Riding along 


in the fire truck, the Easter Bunny visited children on ny could meet with children waiting there. 
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CHICKEN LEG 
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USDA INSP. FROZEN MAPLE FLAVOR 


FULLY COOKED 
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Thurs. 8-6 © Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 
SALE DATES: 


4/8/21 - 4/14/21 


We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION » SERVICE 





close to 20 roads, stopping and posing for photos at 
each home. Once the deliveries were made, the fire 
truck stopped at the Town Hall where the Easter Bun- 


WAYS TO' 








T/AS tha Pa snssstnisiiin S89 TP 


CHICKENS wsssssssstsssssssssis WD Ib 


SAUSAGE LINKS wuss ib 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 





Emmitt picks a treat from the Easter Bunny’s basket in New Braintree 
last Saturday. COURTESY PHOTO 


GAIL Le 
POLE 
EIN NOL LL 
AL boir Soren \I 
tL, AL! ms a 


The Easter Bunny waved to a departing child as she seemed anxious to 
leave after getting some candy. 








The Easter Bunny brought plenty of treats, from which children carefully 
considered their options. 
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SPORTS 


State tourney added 


for spring sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — This fall, a 
statewide tournament will 
take the place of the Western 
Massachusetts tournaments 
schools in the region have 
been used to for many years. 

This school year was sup- 
posed to be the final year of 
the sectional tournaments 
held that are sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association. Howev- 
er, two of those tournaments, 
the fall and winter, were can- 
celled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

It also cancelled what ex- 
isted for a state tournament, 
which consisted of sectional 
champion’ versus _ sectional 
champion. The four section- 
al champions would meet in 
semifinals and then finals. 

While the MIAA was look- 
ing to hold a spring tourna- 
ment, it was only going to oc- 
cur at the sectional level. Now, 
the Board of Directors have 
approved the two-game state 
tournaments for the spring 
season, which will begin on 
Monday, April 26. There 
will be a short preseason and 
games will begin in early May. 

The spring season is set to 
include baseball, softball, la- 
crosse, tennis, outdoor track, 
and boys volleyball. It is also 
supposed to include wres- 
tling, a winter sport that was 
deemed to high to happen 





during the winter while there 
was a second major spike in 
COVID-19 cases. 

The MIAA Tournament 
Management Committee met 
on Thursday, March 25 to dis- 
cuss the spring tournaments. 

The key to tournaments 
will take place on June 2. That 
is the deadline for teams to opt 
in or out of the tournament. 
Schools will have the ability to 
decide, for the safety of their 
students, whether or not they 
will participate in a spring 
tournament. The opt-in or 
out is for schools that may be 
in high-risk areas and do not 
want to risk facing teams they 
may not normally see. 

Since the pandemic, 
schools in Western and Cen- 
tral Massachusetts have been 
placed in geographically-cen- 
tered pods to limit travel and 
exposure. 

The spring tournament 1s 
set to start on June 16 and 17 
with a June 15 cut-off date for 
regular season games. A short 
spring season is not unusual 
to teams as the first two weeks 
of spring often are filled with 
weather issues, and rain can 
sometimes cancel many base- 
ball and softball games. 

There will be no neutral 
sites for the tournament, and 
the higher seed will be the 
home team through the tour- 
nament. However, it is not 
known if neutral sites will be 
used in the two-game state 
tournament. 








By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


FISKDALE— It’s been a 
long-time waiting for the Tan- 
tasqua Regional High School 
football team, and two weeks 
ago, the Warriors were finally 
able to play a football game on 
their home turf. 

After waiting 483 days to 
play a game, the Warriors 
scored three first half touch- 
downs en route to a 21-7 home 
victory on Friday, March 19. 
Tantasqua has also lost to 
Oakmont and won in overtime 
against Marlboro last Friday 
night, April 2. 

“We've waited a long time 
to play a game and it always 
feels great whenever you win,” 
said Tantasqua head coach Jon 
Hargis. “I’m very proud of the 
players, especially the members 
of the senior class. They stayed 
with it during the pandemic, 
and they played a strong game 
tonight. Hats off to the West- 
borough players as well. They 
played very hard against us.” 

The Tantasqua football 
team, who are scheduled to 
play a total of five games this 
spring, played a regular season 
game in March for the first time 
in the 63-year history of the 
program. The 2020 high school 
football season was moved to 
the new Fall II season due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Warrior seniors are 
Mike Holt, Michael Peloza, 
Cameron Varney, Tyler Hall, 
Matt Lindsay, Seann Lau- 
ritsen, Colby Constantine, 
Charles Moran, Chris Doe, 


Warriors finally take the field 


Jacob Garrett, and Cody Jost. 

When the Tantasqua coach- 
ing staff and players looked 
across the field during last Fri- 
day’s contest, they saw a couple 
of familiar faces. 

Joe Beveridge, who was 
a member of the Tantasqua 
coaching staff for nine seasons, 
including four as the varsi- 
ty head coach, is the Rangers 
first-year head coach. 

Beveridge, who replaced 
Dave Tinglof as the Westbor- 
ough head coach, is also a 
physical education teacher at 
Tantasqua. 

“Tm a teacher at Tantasqua, 
so I know all of their players 
very well,” Beveridge said. “It 
was also a short commute for 
me to get here. I just walked 
across the parking lot from my 
office in the school to the field. 
I’m looking forward to build- 
ing the Westborough football 
program.” 

Hargis, who’s also a teacher 
at Tantasqua, was an assistant 
football coach under Beveridge 
for a couple of years. 

“Coach Beveridge and I are 
friends, but we didn’t say very 
much to each other at school 
today,” Hargis said. “Ill be 
rooting for his team and I hope 
they have a winning season. 

Tony Salvaggio and Phil 
Desroches, who are former 
Tantasqua assistant football 
coaches, are two members of 
Beveridge’s coaching staff this 
spring. Desroches was also the 
head coach of the Warriors 
varsity softball team. 

Unlike New England Patri- 
ots head coach Bill Belichick, 





the Warriors won the coin toss 
and elected to receive the open- 
ing kickoff. It turned out to be 
the first highlight of the season 
for the home team. 

After having the ball deflect 
off his hands, Varney, who’s a 
first-year member of the War- 
riors football team, picked it 
up and sprinted 92 yards down 
the left sideline into the end- 
zone for his first touchdown. 

“You hardly ever see a play- 
er score a touchdown on the 
game’s opening kickoff,’ Har- 
gis said. “Cam is a first-year 
football player, but he’s an 
outstanding athlete. His touch- 
down got us off to a fast start.” 

The extra point attempt 
sailed wide right. 

Varney, who also plays bas- 
ketball and lacrosse, also inter- 
cepted a pass on the Rangers 
first offensive series, but the 
Warriors were forced to punt 
the ball. 

With 17 seconds remaining 
in the first quarter, Tantasqua 
sophomore quarterback Dante 
Reno capped off a seven-play 
scoring drive by completing a 
9-yard TD pass to Holt in the 
end zone. 

Reno, who completed 10 
of his 14 passes in the season 
opener for 94 yards, has already 
received several scholarships 
offers from Power 5 schools. 

“Dante put in a lot of hard 
work during the offseason, and 
he has improved tremendous- 
ly,” Hargis said. “He’s the type 
of kid who wants to become a 
better quarterback every day. 


Please see FOOTBALL, page 10 





Thompson Icebreaker 125 just the start of Big Outlaw 


WATERBURY, Vt. — Con- 
necticut’s Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park is just over 
a week away from the annual 
Icebreaker. The 82nd season 
opener on Saturday, April 10 
and Sunday, April 11 is head- 
lined by the Icebreaker 125 for 
the new Outlaw Open Modi- 
fied Series, pitting the region’s 
Tour-type Modified stars in a 
$10,000-to-win showdown. 

Noted open-wheel racers 
such as Doug Coby, Craig 
Lutz, Bobby Santos HI, Jon 
McKennedy, and Matt Swan- 
son are officially committed to 
the Icebreaker 125. The Sunday 
shootout is just the beginning, 
though. Six Outlaw Open Se- 
ries events are planned for the 
2021 season with big purses 
and even bigger action. 

It culminates with the return 
of the Thompson 300. The 
$20,000-to-win event is part 
of the World Series of Speed- 
way Racing on October 8-10. 


It’s been 16 years since the late 
Ted Christopher won the last 
Thomson 300 in 2005. Not 
only is the Icebreaker 125 1m- 
portant in its own right, but it 
also starts preparations for an 
event that 1s hallowed in Mod- 
ified lore. 
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“The Icebreaker is always 
the big opener in New En- 
gland to get back going and 
get started racing again, so I’m 
definitely looking forward to 
that,” two-time Modified Rac- 
ing Series champion Chris Pas- 
teryak said. “As for the season 


The Big Outlaw Open starts this weekend with the Thompson Icebreaker 125. 


in general, the way I look at it 
is that the Thompson 300 is the 
biggest Modified race of the 
year. So the more laps we get at 
Thompson over the course of 
the year leading up to the 300, 
hopefully the better we can run 
in it.” 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Open season 


In-between the Icebreaker 
125 and the Thompson 300 are 
four $5,000-to-win Wednesday 
night shows on June 16, July 
7, August 11, and September 
15. The Wednesday dates make 
it easy for teams to tackle the 
Thompson high banks without 
weekly or touring series con- 
flicts. 

In the meantime, all eyes are 
on the Icebreaker showdown. 
The event is 125 green-flag laps 
with teams allowed to use eight 
tires. Racers have to be fast and 
use the right strategy to stand 
in Victory Lane. 

“T love it,’ Oakdale, CT’s 
Zachem said of the 125-lap 
distance. “It’s a pit-stop race, 
sO more or less, you are racing 
to halfway to figure out your 
pit stop situation. ’m looking 
forward to it. We’ve always run 
well over at Thompson.” 

It’s definitely going to make 


Please see RACING, page 10 
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Ail Northeast-10 colleges to make playotis 


COLCHESTER, Vt. - The North- 
east-10 Conference unveiled its post- 
season plan for the spring semester on 
Thursday, announcing all baseball, 
men’s and women’s lacrosse, softball and 
men’s and women’s tennis programs will 
automatically qualify for league tourna- 
ments while also revealing the date and 
location of the men’s golf champion- 
ship. Saint Michael’s College sponsors 
all seven of these sports, with each pro- 
gram having begun competition already 
this spring. 

Similar to the adjustments made to 
spring schedules as part of the confer- 
ence’s return-to-play plan, the NE10 has 
altered postseason competition formats 
in an effort to reduce travel and allow for 
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regular COVID-19 surveillance testing. 
The allowance of full-field postseason 
formats factors in the reality of teams 
not being able to complete their full reg- 
ular-season schedules due to COVID-19 
protocol and therefore allows each team 
the opportunity to compete for a league 
championship. 

Key changes to the normal postsea- 
son format includes a one-day, 36-hole 
men’s golf championship on April 20 
at Springfield Country Club in West 
Springfield, Mass. For baseball, wom- 
en’s lacrosse and softball, whose regular 
seasons are being played within divi- 
sions, the postseason format retains a 
divisional format until the final cham- 
pionship event or series. Both divisions 


have their own seven-team bracket to 
determine which two schools will play 
for that NE10 championship, as the 
top seed from each draws a first-round 
bye while the second through fourth 
seeds host opening-round contests. The 
women’s lacrosse tournament begins on 
April 30, softball on May 4 and baseball 
on May 11. Divisional finals for base- 
ball and softball are best-of-three series 
before the Northeast and Southwest di- 
vision winners meet in another best-of- 
three set. 

The seven-team men’s tennis cham- 
pionship begins on April 24, when the 
No. 1 seed receives a bye while the sec- 
ond- through fourth-seeded squads 
host opening-round matches. Women’s 





tennis and men’s lacrosse, which start 
on April 25 and 28, respectively, will 
feature 11-team brackets, with the top 
five squads in each receiving first-round 
byes. The sixth, seventh and eighth seeds 
host opening-round contests. 

All brackets or schedules are subject 
to change based on the established insti- 
tutional and conference health protocol. 
The health and safety of student-ath- 
letes, coaches and campus communities 
remains the primary focus for the league. 
Conference winning percentage will de- 
termine championship seeding for team 
sports, with higher seeds serving as the 
host institutions throughout the tourna- 
ments. All game and match times are to 
be determined. 





Valley Wheel seeks new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over- 
30 Baseball League is looking for new 
players for the 2021 season, which is set 
to begin at the end of April. Players who 
are 28-years-old prior to June | are eli- 
gible to play in the league this season, 
however, only those 30 by June | are el- 
igible to pitch. 

The league includes six teams and 
there 1s a 15-game season that begins 
on Sunday, April 25. Games are 12 Sun- 
days, a special Mother’s Day weekend 
Saturday game, and two weekday night 
games under the lights. 

The season ends the final week of 
July with the playoffs for the top four 


teams during the first two weeks of Au- 
gust. 

Tryouts are set for the first three 
weekends in April. Tryouts will be Sat- 
urday, April 3, Sunday, April 11, and 
Sunday, April 18, all weather-permit- 
ting. A draft for new players will be held 
after the final tryout. All players bat and 
every player spends at least four innings 
in the field. 

The league will be playing with 
some minor modifications due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

For more information, please con- 
tact League Commissioner Jim Nason 
at wheell 2@comcast.net. 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League 1s an age 28-and-over 
league which plays its games Sundays 
at 10 a.m. beginning in late April and 
concluding in late August. It is a six- 
team league and a 15-game schedule 
with all teams getting at least one 
playoff game at the end of August. 

The league is seeking new players 
to join in the fun. The cost to play in 
2021 is $192.50 and registration can be 
found at www.quabbinvalleybaseball. 
org. Games are mostly being played 
this year in Easthampton and South 
Hadley. Players who wish to pitch in 





the league must be 30-years-old. 


Sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


Sign-ups are active and players 
who are not already on a team will be 
placed in a draft, currently scheduled 
to take place on Sunday, April 11. 

The league’s first games are ten- 
tatively scheduled for Sunday, April 
25. For the 2021 season, there is a 
mask-wearing rule, as well as modifi- 
cations. 

The league allows the use of BB- 
COR-certified -3 bats as well as wood 
bats. Games are nine innings and 
all players who participate get to hit 
and play the field. For more informa- 
tion or to contact someone from the 
league, go to the league’s website. 





RACING from page 9 


a difference,” Moosup, CT’s Pasteryak 
added. “When you're counting caution 
laps and you get to 50 or 60 laps to go, 
you normally only count on getting 
about 35 of them under green. Where- 
as now when you get to 50 or 60 to go, 
there’s still potentially a pretty long race 
left. And then you know that, if you 
have some tires left in the pit stall, or you 
want to try a strategy where you hold 
off and pit a little bit later, you know 
youre going to have that many laps to 
actually try and race your way back to 
the front and not just ride around be- 
hind the pace car to finish the day.” 

A total of 29 drivers have pre-en- 
tered the event, including Keith Rocco, 
Mike Christopher Jr., Eric Goodale, 
Andrew Krause, Patrick Emerling, and 


Jeff Gallup. The current entry list alone 
accounts for dozens of championships 
and hundreds of race wins. Several oth- 
er teams have indicated they’ll be there, 
setting up a stacked field with many po- 
tential winners. 

The Outlaw Open Modified Series is 
the brainchild of PASS’s Tom Mayber- 
ry and ACT’s Cris Michaud, who are 
co-promoting the Thompson Speedway 
oval track events this season. The duo 
put on two events at Thompson in 2020 
and have banded together to carry on 
the track’s storied tradition. 

Thompson Speedway opened in 1940 
and was long known as the “Indianapo- 
lis of the East”, attracting every notable 
name in motorsports. Even today, the 
track is revered among the racing com- 
munity. Drivers such as Ryan Preece, 
Harrison Burton, Bobby Santos II, and 


Derek Griffith have used Thompson 
victories as a springboard to national 
opportunities. 

“What Cris Michaud and Tom May- 
berry have done for Thompson is huge,” 
Zachem said. “Taking the chance last 
year to run the track, with everything 
going on with COVID...I started at the 
Little T Speedway in 2000 and every- 
one’s dream is to run the big track one 
day and I made it there. It’s really cool 
to see the track still going.” 

Thompson Speedway opens its 
82nd season with the annual Icebreak- 
er on Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, 
April 11. Ten local and regional series 
go green at the two-day racing festival. 
Sunday’s card features the $10,000-to- 
win Icebreaker 125 for the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series. There’s also a 40-lap 
ACT-type Late Model shootout plus the 


Limited Sportsman and SK Light Mod- 
ifieds. Post time 1s 1:15pm. 

Saturday’s six-division card is high- 
lighted by the Thompson 75 for the 
PASS North Super Late Models be- 
ginning at 1:00pm. They’re joined by 
the Sunoco Modifieds, NEMA LITES 
Midgets, EXIT Realty Pro Truck Chal- 
lenge, Mini Stocks, and an 8-Cylinder 
Street Stock Open. An optional Test N’ 
Tune practice day is slated for Friday, 
April 9 for all Icebreaker divisions. 

Adult general admission is $30 for 
Saturday and $35 for Sunday. Kids ages 
12 and under are $10 each day. Advance 
tickets are available at https://happsnow. 
com/event/Thompson-Speedway-Mo- 
torsports-Park-YHPQ. Grandstand at- 
tendance 1s limited to 50% of capacity 
per Connecticut COVID-19 guidelines. 
Pit passes will be sold at the track. 
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The sky is the limit for him.” 

Reno tossed another pass to Hall 
in the end zone on the two-point con- 
version play, which gave Tantasqua a 
14-0 lead. Seven of Reno’s passes were 
caught by Holt for a total of 72 yards. 

Reno and Hall, along with Peloza are 
the Warriors tri-captains this season. 

On the ensuing kickoff, Tantasqua 
sophomore Johnathan Miranda recoy- 
ered an onside kick at the Rangers 45- 
yard line. 

The Tantasqua offense failed to cash 
in on that turnover, as they turned the 
ball over on downs. 

Miranda, who rushed for 108 yards 
on 18 carries, scored his first touchdown 
of the season on a three- yard run with 
4:31 remaining in the first half. Var- 
ney, who’s older brother, Austin, was a 
member of the Warriors football team 
several years ago, added the extra point, 
which increased their lead to 21-0. 


Westborough did get on the score- 
board with 1:44 left in the third quarter 
following a seven-yard TD pass from 
senior QB Josh Bebko to senior Declan 
Van Nest. 

The Rangers also recovered a fumble 
early in the fourth quarter and the vis- 
iting team moved the ball inside the red 
zone. That’s when the Warriors defense 
took over the spotlight. 

Following a tackle by sophomore 
Forrest Carson and a sack by Laurit- 
sen, Peloza broke up a pass attempt in 
the end zone on fourth down giving the 
ball back to the offense with 6:16 left in 
regulation. 

A year ago, Lauritsen led the War- 
riors with 50 tackles, and he was named 
as the Defensive Player of the year. 

Reno handed the ball to junior 
Aidan Filler seven times during the fi- 
nal series of the game. Reno also com- 
pleted a 12-yard pass to Lauritsen and 
he took a knee on the final play of the 
game. 





HISTORY from page 4 


Preventing animal cruelty 

Henry Bergh was a wealthy man 
who learned a great lesson when he was 
given a diplomatic post at the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Russia by President Abraham 
Lincoln. As one account put it, “While 
in St. Petersburgh he is reputed to 
have seen a droshkie or Russian peas- 
ant beating his fallen cart horse. Ber- 
gh dismounted from his own carriage 
and intervened, saving the horse from 
a further beating that day. Upon his re- 
turn to America in 1865, he stopped in 
England and met with the president of 
the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. Once back in New 
York, Bergh quickly took action to af- 
fect the formation of a similar society 
in the United States.” 

On April 10, 1866, he founded 
American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals; it became a 
model for the New York Society for 


the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 

His passion and his accounts of the 
cruelties suffered by animals enabled 
him to convince the New York State 
Legislature to give him a charter to or- 
ganize the first ASPCA, and to enact 
the first anti-cruelty law in the United 
States. 

The ASPCA also got the power to 
investigate complaints of animal cru- 
elty, and to make arrests. History.com 
notes that “As the pioneer and inno- 
vator of the humane movement, the 
ASPCA quickly became the model for 
more than 25 other humane organiza- 
tions in the United States and Cana- 
da.” 

By the time Bergh died in 1888, 37 
of the 38 states in the Union [at that 
time] had passed anti-cruelty laws.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “A Traitor to His Species: 
Henry Bergh and the Birth of the An- 
imal Rights Movement,” Ist Edition, 
by Ernest Freeberg, 


RETIRE from page 1 


crowd. Former Director Ann Kidd 
shared reminiscences, including adven- 
tures capturing bats with “bat nets,’ and 
dealing with a summer-time infestation 
of honey bees. MacKenzie quipped that 
bat-capturing skills should be a pre-req- 
uisite for the next person who becomes 
Children’s Librarian. 

State Sen. Anne Gobi, D-Spencer, 
presented her with a citation, and held 
up her own, first library card. She said 
the fact that her mother kept it for so 
long is an indication of how important 
it is for children to become readers and 
library users. 

A plaque commemorating Mack- 
enzie’s 33 years at the library was pre- 
sented by Assistant Librarian, Brianna 
Lamb. The plaque will be prominently 
displayed in the Children’s Library. Peg 
Bodine, chair of the Board of Library 
Trustees, then read a resolution, noting 
that, for a change, Mackenzie was the 
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Residents and well-wishers gathered at North Brookfield Elementary School on March 27 to start a drive-by 
parade to honor longtime Haston Library Children’s Librarian Rosemary Mackenzie. 


one being read to instead of reading to 
others. 

Dawn Sedlier, president of the 
Friends of the Library, and her son 
Ducati, then presented Mackenzie with 
scrapbooks full of cards, notes and pho- 
tos sent to honor her and to wish her 
luck in her retirement. 

Following all the presentations, 
Mackenzie addressed the crowd, saying 
that she had had the best job, and she 


“loved absolutely every minute of it.” 

“Rosemary, we will all miss seeing 
your smiling face at the library, and, 
like one of the children who sent a note, 
we ‘hope you have a fun retirement 
and hope you come back to read to the 
children once in a while,” said Thistle. 
“Have a wonderful retirement!” 

The library staff gave special thanks 
to North Brookfield Police Sgt. Da- 
vid Churchey, the North Brookfield 


State Sen. Anne Gobi, D-Spencer, gives Haston 
Library’s longtime Children’s Librarian a citation 
from the State Senate for her 33 years of service to 


children. COURTESY PHOTOS 


Police Department and Fire Depart- 
ment, Gobi, the Friends of the Library, 
the Board of Library Trustees, North 
Brookfield Schools, Scott Norrie and 
Howe Lumber, MacKenzie’s daughters, 
Christine Mackenzie, Emily Mackenzie 
and Glenna Stocks, and everyone who 
took the time to send a card or write a 
Note. 





PLANS from page 1 


said so much is happening, including 
receiving an award of $900,000 in state 
tax credits, as well as federal tax credits 
awarded up to 19% of the total con- 
struction budget. The group has also 
built a new website, been awarded tens 
of thousands of dollars in state and re- 
gional grants, and established official 
strategic partnerships with Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, Berklee College 
of Music, Clark University, FlexCon 
and Long View Entertainment. These 
partnerships include both services and 
funding. 

Buzzell credited many, not just the 
FOTH, for completing the repairs that 
have happened to date, including the 
bell tower. He showed proposed plans 
that were drafted from the architectural 
feasibility study. He said there is a pro- 
posed restaurant in the basement, vari- 
ous Office space, but nothing is “set in 
stone.” 

The FOTH also collaborated with a 
coalition of experts to create a model 
that “includes creative programs and 
opportunities that will unite people 
around common purpose,’ known as 
Rural Opportunity through Arts and 
Restoration. 

Milner said they will be able to host 
festivals and performances, theatri- 
cal performances, and more. She said 
they also want to have space for local 
creative people. Milner said Vibram 
would like to host a shoemaking pro- 
gram. Other ideas include woodwork- 
ing, robotics — “anything that requires 
out-of-the-box thinking or creativity is 
considered art,’ Milner said. She said 
they will have makerspaces available for 
people to sign up and use. 

FOTH member Eva Brown talk- 
ed about the accomplishments the 


group has achieved in the past decade. 
“There’s an uptick in activity and re- 
ceiving grants,” in the past three years, 
Brown said. She said being awarded 
the feasibility study from the Massa- 
chusetts Cultural Council “got them in 
the pipeline to receive other grant mon- 
ey.” She said having Milner join FOTH 
has been helpful in applying for grants 
because her business, Long View En- 
tertainment, is well-known for having 
hosted a number of famous musicians, 
including the Rolling Stones. Brown 
also credited the Architectural Heritage 
Foundation for providing expert help in 
writing grants. 

Brown said five to eight experts from 
MassDevelopment and Urban Land In- 
stitute will come to North Brookfield in 
late May/early June to meet with town 
officials and stakeholders, then host a 
public webinar. Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning Commission has 
also requested that Brown and FOTH 
member Marilynn Borst write and ex- 
pression of interest for the Community 
One Stop for Growth. 

Milner said that “everyone working 
together” and “pulling in the same di- 
rection” has made this venture success- 
ful. FOTH member Maureen Wesolas- 
ki thanked those that have supported 
them, especially Vice-Chairman Jason 
Petraitis, who is “devoted to the arts,” 
in North Brookfield. She said, “peo- 
ple are coming out of the woodwork 
to support us financially, emotionally, 
physically to get this thing done.” Weso- 
laski said she wanted the board to know 
what they were doing and the direction 
they were heading in. 

Chairman Dale Kiley thanked them 
for the updates and shared his ideas 
for metered parking, especially when 
the Town House begins hosting perfor- 
mances. 


RE-ENTRY from page 1 


Revised re-entry plan 

Lind said he, High School 
Co-Principal Jeanne Powers and EI- 
ementary Principal Sarah Priestley 
all worked together to produce the 
revised re-entry plan with in-person 
learning as the primary model. Lind 
said the biggest change is going from 
six feet of physical distancing down 
to three feet, along with protocols 
dealing with vaccinated individuals. 
The revised re-entry plan was ap- 
proved unanimously. 


Increase in preschool rates 
Director of Student Services 
Mark Minucci asked to increase tu- 


ition rates for the district’s preschool 
program by 3%. Minucci said it has 
been two years since their last in- 
crease and that it is inflationary 
based. He said the cost of items has 
gone up and this 3% increase would 
help off-set those costs. Minucci said 
the program works closely with Early 
Intervention and many families from 
outside the district ask to apply. The 
School Committee approved the pro- 
posed preschool tuition rate increase. 


School bus routes 
Lind said that AA Transportation 
Co. will be releasing the revised bus 
routes by April 1. He will post them 
online and notify the families when 
they are finalized. 





- public notice - 





LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the North 
Brookfield Board of 
Selectmen will hold a public 
hearing to consider a petition 
to locate poles, wires, cables, 
and fixtures, including the 
necessary anchors, guys, and 
other such sustaining and 
protecting fixtures, brought 
before it by National Grid 





Tuesday, April, 13 at 6:15 
PM at the North Brookfield 
Police Department, 55 
School Street, North 
Brookfield, MA 01535. 

The pole location that will 
be considered is as follows: 

North Main _ St- 
Massachusetts Electric 
Company d/b/a National 
Grid to relocate 1 JO Pole on 
North Main Street beginning 
at appoint approximately 61 
feet southeast of the center- 
line of the intersection of Bell 


St and continuing approxi- 
mately 25 feet in a southwest 
direction. Relocate pole 16 
approximately 5 feet north. 
Said hearing will begin 
at 6:15 PM and continue 
until completion, and will 
be conducted pursuant to the 
provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 166. 
Dale R Kiley, Chairman 
Jason M Petraitis 
John H Tripp 
04/02, 04/09/2021 


{ Send Us Your Photos! 


ekennedy@turley.com 





Quaboag Current 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


] Email all notices to notices@turley.com 
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Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


y i a 

7 > 
gital Photos 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
oe) a[=me) me)el mm e)le)i(er-li (esis 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 
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By Mohawk Johnny 


hile I was bowhunting a few 
years ago, a woman and her 
shepherd dog came down the 


trail I was watching. They were mov- 
ing at a good clip and had gotten very 
close when the dog picked up my scent, 
stopped, and looked up at me. The wom- 
an was oblivious to me until she noticed 
the dog had stopped. Then her eyes fol- 
lowed the dog’s to my perch. “Oh, hi!” 
she said, somewhat startled. “I didn’t see 
you there.” “Great,” I said. “My plan 1s 
working...” She giggled, called her dog 
and was off. 

My brother told me a similar story: 
He’d once surprised a fellow who was 
also walking with his dog. Joe was in a 
ground blind, near a main trail, when 
the dog winded him and left the trail. 
Not wanting the dog to tarry and fur- 
ther contaminate the area with scent, 
Joe waved to the gentleman, who was 
quite surprised to see someone bow- 
hunting and asked what Joe was hunt- 
ing for. My brother replied, “Deer,” and 
the man said he didn’t know there were 
any around here—that he’d been hiking 
here for years and had never seen one. 
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Field Notes: Hike like a hunter 


My brother told him that if he wanted to 
see more wildlife, he just needed to slow 
down. 

Slowing down is a good way to see 
more of your surroundings, but if hik- 
ers really want to see more wildlife, they 
need to hunt for it. No, ’m not advo- 
cating that everybody take up a bow or 
a firearm—lI’ve made my philosophical 
argument for hunting in these pages, so 
I won't belabor the point. ’'m only sug- 
gesting that to enjoy wildlife, it helps to 
be able to see it. Sometimes, it’s only a 
matter of slowing down, which allows 
taking in more of one’s surroundings. 
Many animals aren’t especially sensitive 
to minor disturbances in their environ- 
ment and will move around at ease in 
the presence of humans if they don't 
perceive a threat, but one needs to spend 
more time looking and less time moving 
to see them, as they often blend in very 
well with their surroundings. You must 
be able to discern tiny details to pick 
them out—you can’t do that if you’re 
constantly in motion. 

To observe certain types of animals 
requires even greater care and patience. 
Game animals are so called because they 
are challenging to harvest—there’s a rea- 


son for that: Generally, they tend to pos- 
sess enough muscle mass relative to their 
size that they are desirable as a source of 
food—either to humans or other pred- 
ators. Animals that are on the menu 
have evolved very keen senses of sight, 
smell and or hearing, but the weapons 
race isn’t only sensory; prey animals also 
have behavioral traits in their defensive 
quivers. Many will cease daytime activity 
in favor of a more crepuscular (active at 
dusk and dawn) existence or even go noc- 
turnal when there’s a preponderance of 
predators, human or otherwise, skulking 
about. Due to this adaptive paranoia, it’s 
easy to see why the woods can seem de- 
void of animals to the uninitiated. 

If you wish to see predators, well, 
you ll likely need to step up your game. 
Since predators must hunt for their food, 
their senses must also be finely tuned— 
add to this, the adversarial relationship 
they’ve had with other predators, includ- 
ing humans, for millions of years. We’ve 
been rivals for food resources, both 
domestic and wild, and in many cases, 
we ve been predators of each other. The 
combined pressures of having to hunt 
for a living, as well as being hunted, have 
been honing the defensive arsenals of 


predators to a keen edge since the dawn 
of multi-cellular life. 

If you're hiking for the cardio-vascu- 
lar benefits and just want to exercise in 
the great outdoors, that’s great—there’s 
no better place, and you may very well 
occasionally happen across the odd fox 
or raccoon, but if you really want to see 
a predator, you must be a predator—a 
stealthy one. You must avoid detection 
by sight, sound, and smell, and you must 
also create an environment for your own 
senses to work more acutely. Moving s-I- 
o-w-l-y and stopping often will go a long 
way toward allowing you to see and hear 
more and to be seen and heard less. 

Navigating with GPS on your per- 
sonal device will allow you to get a bit 
off the beaten path, but you have to slow 
down even more because the untrodden 
ground is much noisier to walk on. Keep 
the wind in your face; take just a step 
or two at a time, and spend more time 
looking than you do walking. You will 
be amazed at how much wildlife you’ve 
been missing. 

So, whatever your reason for being 
out of doors, happy hunting! 

John J. Dube is a Ware resident who 
has hunted for many years. 





Will my widow’s benefit replace my own 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


ear Rusty: My husband is 76, 
[ Des: for four years, and re- 
ceiving Social Security. I am 
only 59 and still working. We are both 
in good health and Id like to think we 
still have many years to enjoy retire- 


ment. My question: Is it true 


vivor benefits, especially with an age 
difference: 
¢ You must be at least 60 years old to 
claim your survivor benefit (or 50 if you 
are disabled). 
¢ Your survivor benefit will be re- 
duced if you haven’t yet reached your 
own full retirement age (FRA) when 
you claim it. The reduction is 4.75% for 
each full year earlier than your 


that if I start Social Security SOCIAL FRA that you claim the survi- 
at 62, I can switch to my hus- SECURITY _ vor benefit. 
band’s Social Security benefit MATTERS ¢ You do not need to take 


when he passes? If this is true 
(and his amount is slightly higher than 
my FRA amount), wouldn't it make 
sense for me to begin collecting at 62? 
Signed: Younger Spouse 

Dear Younger Spouse: Yes, it is true 
that if you start your reduced personal 
Social Security benefit at age 62, and 
your husband (collecting a benefit high- 
er than your own) predeceases you, you 
can switch to his higher benefit amount. 
But there are some other factors which 
come into play when dealing with sur- 


your survivor benefit immedi- 
ately upon your husband’s death. Your 
survivor benefit as your husband’s wid- 
ow reaches maximum at your FRA, and 
you can choose to delay claiming your 
widow’s benefit until you reach your 
FRA (to get the maximum amount). 
¢ If you claim any Social Security 
benefit before your FRA (your own 
or your survivor benefit), and you are 
working, you'll be subject to Social 
Security's “earnings test” which limits 
how much you can earn before SS takes 


back some of your benefits. 

Considering the above, if your even- 
tual benefit as your husband’s widow 
will be the highest benefit you will be 
entitled to, then claiming your person- 
al Social Security benefit at age 62 may 
be a prudent strategy. It allows you to 
collect your own benefit earlier (albe- 
it reduced) until your higher survivor 
benefit kicks in to replace the smaller 
amount. 

However, your plans for working 
prior to your full retirement age are key 
to deciding if you should claim benefits 
earlier. If you exceed the earnings limit 
($18,960 for 2021), Social Security will 
take away some of your benefits, which 
could mean you go without benefits un- 
til they recover what you owe. Indeed, 
if your earnings are high enough, you 
may find that you would get no Social 
Security benefits because the amount 
you owe for exceeding the earnings lim- 
it would completely offset your Social 
Security benefit. 

So, as you can see, if you are working 


benefits? 


with a high income, the earnings limit 
might imply that waiting until your 
FRA to claim any Social Security bene- 
fit is the smartest move. But if you don’t 
work after you claim Social Security, 
then taking your own benefit early and 
later switching to your higher widow’s 
benefit at or after your FRA would bea 
sound choice. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not repre- 
sent legal or financial guidance. It pres- 
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website (amac- 
foundation.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@ 
amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad- 
visor for AMAC. 





Baystate Wing Hospital Auxiliary 
announces scholarships 


PALMER — The Baystate Wing 
Hospital Auxiliary has announced 
applications are now being accepted 
for their annual scholarship program. 
The scholarships will be awarded to 
graduating seniors attending Ware, 
Belchertown, Ludlow, Monson, 
Palmer, Pathfinder and Wilbraham 
high schools who are pursuing higher 
education in a healthcare field. 

“Despite the current COVID-19 
virus restrictions, limiting the group’s 
ability to fundraise, the Auxiliary 
members are proud to continue their 
annual tradition of offering seven 
$1000 scholarships to area students,” 
said Teresa Grove, Auxiliary vice 
president. 

Scholarship application informa- 
tion: 

¢ All applications must be submit- 
ted via email by April 27. 

¢ Seven, one-year scholarships will 


be awarded by the Baystate Wing 
Auxiliary in May. 

¢ Each scholarship will be in the 
amount of $1,000. Applicants must 
be planning to pursue a career in 
health care and must be accepted into 
an accredited health care program 
such as nursing, medicine, physical 
therapy, occupational therapy, ra- 
diology, pharmacy, medical technolo- 
gy as well as other health care-related 
fields. 

¢ A student who is graduating from 
Ware, Belchertown, Ludlow, Mon- 
son, Palmer, Pathfinder or Wilbra- 
ham high schools in 2021 can apply. 

¢ Baystate Wing Hospital Auxilia- 
ry scholarship applications are avail- 
able in each school’s guidance office 
and will be accepted by email only. 

For more information, student ap- 
plicants should speak to their guid- 
ance counselor. 


WARE — ArtWorks Gallery, 69 
Main St., presents “Reigning Cats & 
Dogs,” an art exhibition on display 
from May 22 through June 27. Art- 
ists are sought to display their ani- 
mal-themed works. All media and skill 
levels are welcome. The cost is $20 per 
entry, with no commission taken (cash 
or card accepted, no checks please). 
People’s Choice Awards will be given. 

Two-dimensional works should be 
no larger than 16 inches by 20 inch- 
es and must be wired to be hung. 
Three-dimensional works should be 
no larger than a pug-sized dog. En- 





Community 


ArtWorks exhibition celebrates 
all creatures great and small 


tries will be accepted by drop-off at 
the gallery on Friday, May 7, from 4 
to 8 p.m., and Saturday, May 8, and 
Sunday, May 9, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

An in-person artist’s reception will 
be held Saturday, May 22, from 3 to 
7 p.m. Exhibition hours will be May 
22 to June 27 on Fridays, from 4 to 
8 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays, 
from noon to 5 p.m. 

For more information or people 
may visit workshop13.org for a print- 
able entry form or contact ArtWorks 
Gallery at artworks@workshop13. 
org or 413-277-6072. 


Newspaper 


ADVERTISING 
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In times of uncertainty, rest assured that as your 
community newspaper, we are working hard with a 
local, regional and national network of official resources 
to keep you informed and up to date on the issues and 
developments that matter most to you. 





Accurate. Reliable. 
_ocal. Unbiased. 


Let your community know if you are still open and 





what services you are still providing. 
CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE! Specials Available! 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


CASH PAID FOR Smith & Wesson 
wooden gun grips. One set or a box 
full. Call (413)246-4966. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 












AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***xex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 


CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 





ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





ee Phone oe ee 
eee ee eee State: Zip; 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L1 Check# 
EX. Date — CW 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 











eal 


IAS 
ae 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 





BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
mt BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 













EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Add a third ZONE 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
= 
Subtotal = 


X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed ___ 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
- learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PAVING 


S APM 


SITE WO INCRETE 


1G 
WG 


COMMERCIAL | 


AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
PAVING & SITE 
SERVICES 
413-267-4088 





PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


SEWING 


ZIPPERS, REPAIRS, HEMS Spe- 
cial occasion alterations and more. 
Men’s women’s and children. Please 
call (413) 799-0046 


WEST 


March 14. 


He 1s survived by his wife, Car- 
ol, his son, Carl Whitman, and his 
wife, Leanne, of Evanston, Wyo- 
ming, grandsons, Mark, and wife, 
Jennifer, Carol Whitman Jr., and 
great-grandsons Carter and Ayden, 


BROOKFIELD - 
Charles L. Whitman, age 84, died 
peacefully at his home on Sunday, 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


- obituary -_ 


Charles L. Whitman 2X 


all of Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 
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TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 





nieces and nephews. 


He was born in Ayer, the son of 
Charles L. and Isabel A. Whitman; 
he moved with his family to West 
Brookfield in 1940, and later to War- 


ren. 


He attended local schools and 
UMass Amherst. His six years of 
service in the U.S. Army included 
service in Germany and Vietnam. 
He later graduated from Pioneer 
Also, sisters, Claudia Kenady, of Oakland, Valley School of Nursing, retiring from that 
California, Shirley Wilk, of Thorndike, and 
Ruth Lyone of West Brookfield, and several 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


caring profession to his West Brookfield home 
in 2001. 


AM 


tp 


Charlie was known as a many of many tal- 
ents. He entertained as an accomplished pia- 
nist while still a teenager; his music charmed 
audiences, friends and relatives throughout his 
life. A notable wit, he was a poet and writer, 
distributing verbal bouquets or brickbats with 
accuracy, ability, and at times, acerbity. He 
loved teaching piano, fishing, gardening and 
spending time with his family and friends. A 
celebration of his life will be held at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent 
to Second Chance Animal Shelter, 11 Young 
Road, East Brookfield, MA, 01515 or go on- 


line to www.SecondChance.org. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 





DEVEREUX is looking for individuals 
and families who would like to open 
their home to an adult with disabili- 
ties. The goal is to place an individ- 
ual in a home where they will develop 
life skills, experience opportunities in 
the community, and feel safe with the 
support of the provider. We consider 
our providers as part of our team. We 
are committed to ensuring individuals 
are well matched with our providers 
prior to placement and offer support 
services. Providers receive a stipend 
based on the needs of the individual. If 
you are interested in more information 
contact Maureen at (413)209-7677 


Z2O2 1 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 010609 


Personal & Small Business 





Federal & All States 


FAAS F#PEA IBA 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


TOWN OF WARREN 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
PLANT ASSISTANT CHIEF 
OPERATOR 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Appli- 
cations for a Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Assistant Chief Operator. Sala- 
ry is $23.3 per hour. Applicants must 
possess a Massachusetts Grade 5 
Operators License and valid MA Driv- 
er’s license. Job description and ap- 
plications are available at the Warren 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 2527 
Main Street, West Warren, MA 01092. 
The position will remain open until 

filled. Warren is an EOE. 

FULL OR PART Time Pure Bred 
Beef Farm. Tractor experience pre- 
ferred. Valid license required 508- 
450-3547 or 413-477-6600. 


INDUSTRIAL MACHINE OPER- 


ATOR Part-time, 25 hours per week. 
Flexible M-F schedule. Paid Holidays, 
sick, personal days. Call Precision 
Wire Shapes, Inc., West Brookfield 
(508) 867-3859 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
mS Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





SALEM CROSS INN Cook Position 
Available. Application at www.salem- 
crossinn.com or send resume to info @ 
salemcrossinn.com 


SECRETARY WANTED for a few 
hours a week, Monson area. Please 
call author 917-373-2143. 


4-5BR 2.5 BATH HOME for sale 
in Hampden MA. 2800sq ft APO with 
partially finished basement, barn w/loft 
and above ground pool. Many recent 
updates including new granite coun- 
tertops and deck. $440,000. Contact 
Dave at (413)244-4098 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ere, 


OPPORTUNITY 





PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 


K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 


ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 


Last/Security $850.00/Month. 
Breton Estates (413)283-6940 
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DEATH NOTICE 


WHITMAN, 
CHARLES L. 


Died: March 14, 2021 
Future celebration of life 


Support the local 


businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Quaboag 


Current 





Call us at 413.283.8393 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


LAND WANTED 


WANTED!! 40+ ACRES OF 
LAND. Looking to purchase large 
acreage lot for family farm. Call Matt at 
(413) 667-7165 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





On 


Post your 
Job openings 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 1-413-283-8393 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 
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Your CONNECTIO 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND wae Why call the Michelle Terry 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY! LES Pa Team to sell your home? 


MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK k ii ity | Ee 3 Ab ql | We have a great marketing plan that includes: 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! ‘Sees {| Seog e Home staging services ° Home warranties 


———" e 3D videos ° Professional photography 
aascs tae renee a Broo KAaven Assisted Care e Ramped up open houses! e And so much more 


19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 )| YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 


PRESEASON GRILL SALEM! Under New Management 
OVER GOO IN STOCK! Over 52 years of service. 
— 24 hour care, Medical Management, 
WHITCO TOY. EUS i Assistance with activities of daily living, 
fetta www.whitcosales.com 508-885-9343 Activity Program, well trained, 
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8:30pm; Sun. 10am-7pm compassionate and Caring staff. 
Services Available In-House: 
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 
VNA services: 
“d : 3 Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, 
. Bot Nes sae apo polis eis Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services AQ High St., Killingly, CT 
Oe ra arcing een ae wondedil wicous: re Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber — $219,900 
} that capture the light. All stainless-steel appliances ae: a c Manager: ‘ a hlawar Build Cape 2003 


When you 
do more you 
will make 














— Se ene 


Michelle Terry __ EXIT Real Estate Executives 
: bial 130 W. Main Street 
michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562 





highlight the bright and sunny kitchen, complete with : : . | 
granite counters, slider to back deck and dining area. There is also a Spans formal ~ Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 be | 4Bedroom - 2 Full Bath Y 


dining room. The spacious family room on the lower level offers a fireplace w/propane 


insert, wet bar, Murphy bed and possible in-law potential ,office , laundry and sliders to ‘ donna.brookh aven@yah o0o.com Jie Open Floor Plan 


backyard & patio. Call me for more information. 
CENTU _ a1 Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! Deck - Fenced Yard = |__ aa 
Ranh cesk ® North East 1 -978-434-1 990 BUYING ¢ SELLING ¢e RELOCATING r 
Orca Rea Ear Cowan oT Bos * 109 West St.,Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 
BROKERAGE 413-387-8608 


WATER FILTRATION Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com Sisvaraidciewahiomescom ° 
ane vs ‘1 
| 174 200 0225 Call Today For Your Free Estimate 


silaclel alegrreegierr 321-506-3446 
e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE ‘ , : 
e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE Residential/Commercial 


James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1waterfiltration.com Licensed/Insured: 
- Weekly Lawn Maintenance 
- Spring and Fall Clean Ups 
- Aeration and Overseeding 
Egan - Mulch Installation 


Fa Or: ba) - Shrub and Tree Trimming 
321-506-3446 - Garden Bed Renovation 














WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 


LANDSCAPE STONE 


ALL SIZES 
White ¢ Blush e Blue ¢ Brown e Purple 
Red e Lt Gray e Dark Gray 


SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING 


Construction Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
Concrete Sand ¢ Chicken Coop Sand ¢ Utility Sand 
Chip Stone © Stone Dust ¢ Silt ¢ Crushed Gravel 
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Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete « Cold Patch 9 @&%4 - Planting 
Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums & - Small Tractor Work 
| PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! A 
98 North Spencer Road, > 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA A Your Guide to Local 
Son. tt es 2 Summer Activities & i i f 
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt = ee -a8 
www. bondsandandgravel.com Eis | Pw we = . 
FSCS SO SOS IO Ws OOS TOS nee m4 FROM THE PIT: aici 


wo | Bae, koe: . i q Baby Back Ribs 

= (ie A A es (eee = moked Brisket 

SPRING IS HERE’? Py ee eT Bone-In Chicken 

CHECK OUT OUR CLEARANCE AREA. 4 4m 5 as ee aay si 3 t & es Pulled Pork Sandwich 

On a mn | ee | ei =" Eg ALSO FROM THE FARM & PASTA BAR ITEMS 
: c A. ee (/ & BREAKFAST SPECIALS: 


Pineapple Stuffed French Toast 
M & M Pancakes 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS |), --> . | E.B. Flatts 
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner ae, AERSACTIVILY:G a is 
978-669-0088 RES Se oe mn, igs Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 


FRESH 
Sy SANDWICHES 
OPEN AS 
2240 Main Street Dok} MONDAY-SATURDAY WF GROCERIES 
West Warren 8AM-7PM BEER & WINE 


PIZZA 
GW AE 413-436-5900 = eax) copy/ ATM/ NOTARY PUBLIC ne 


I( 


